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West Emory NEWS 

    As we begin the year 2016 there is a lot 

for which to be grateful and a lot to look 

forward to. We are reminded through the 

scriptures that “In the beginning was the 

Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God” (John 1:1). Because 

Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, has 

come among us, full of grace and truth, 

we can begin each new day, each new 

year with hope and the promise of new 

possibilities. 
 

    As I reflect back over the year past, I 

can’t help but be blessed by the generous 

and Spirit-filled ministry of those of you 

who make up the West Emory Presbyteri-

an Church family. One just has to ponder 

our many outreach ministries, worship 

services, and educational and fellowship 

events to be reminded of all the numer-

ous ways this congregation has taken se-

riously our Savior’s call to discipleship. 

Though we may be a smaller membership 

congregation, our care for one another 

and our outreach beyond our doors is out-

standing.  

     As a family of faith, year after year, we 

continue to experience the energizing and 

inspiring presence of the Holy Spirit work-

ing in our midst through the persons and 

ministries that are a part of our mission. 
 

     This past year we welcomed seven new 

members and celebrated the baptism of 

four of our children. We grieved over the 

loss of two of our members and prayed 

for those who are living with illness or 

challenging life circumstances.  
 

     As we begin this new year, we look for-

ward to the future with great energy and 

expectancy. May the light of God shine 

forth through us into our community; may 

our beautiful rose window remain a bea-

con of hope and love even in the darkest 

of nights; and may our lives continue to 

reflect the presence of our Lord and Sav-

ior Jesus Christ. This is the good news of 

the gospel. Let us share it with the world.   
 

Peace and Blessings to you all,   

    Miki 

Thank you to all who helped make the Christmas 

Eve Candlelight Service a very beautiful and 

meaningful worship experience and all who gave 

generously to the offering for the Benevolence 

Fund which totaled $730.  

 

Special thanks to the Chancel Choir for their out-

standing music and for all those who were litur-

gists, musicians and soloist, ushers, part of our 

Nativity Pageant and other participants.  
 

Thank you also to all who donated poinsettias that decorated the sanctuary. And 

those who graced our Angel Tree with lots of warm scarves, hats, gloves and socks 

as well as those who donated items for our Christmas gifts to the recipients of Mobile 

Meals. Through your love and generosity, others are experiencing God’s love. 
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Dearest West Emory Presbyterian family, 
 

Words cannot express my deep appreciation, love and sense of belong-
ing you ALL have conveyed to my family and me through the last 8 
months.  Knowing that my “prayer warriors” were standing behind 
me at every turn of my cancer journey, quite simply kept me going 
through the toughest days. 
 

The outpouring of support we received, and continue to receive, is just amazing…and has 
helped us more than you can know.  The heart felt prayers, meals, groceries, yard sale, vis-
its at my lowest times from friendly faces…the “holy hugs”, secret Santa help and so very 
much more than I can possibly write here was and is so very humbling.  The congregation 
showed my family the embodiment of God’s grace on so many levels and in so many ways, 
I simply could not imagine where my family and I would be right now without you all. 
 

As I approach my first big “test” after all my treatments, I can reflect on where I was in 
May of 2015…and the tortuous path that has brought me to 2016.  Each and every one of 
you was an integral part of that path, lifting me up in ways I could only have imagined.  
I’m proud to be a member of this church family and genuinely humbled by your generosi-
ty.  From the bottom of my heart, thank you so very much, and may God bless each of you 
and your families in the New Year!       Jon Michel 

WEPC is hosting a Valentine Dinner on Sunday, February 7, 2016  

at Midway Rehabilitation Center, 1515 Magnolia Ave. 
 

West Emory Presbyterian Church is embarking on a new outreach ministry and we 

invite everyone to join us! We are going to provide a Home Cooked meal for the resi-

dences of the halfway house at Midway Rehabilitation Center here in Knoxville on 

February 7th. Yes, we know it is Super Bowl Sunday and a week before Valentine’s 

Day, but nevertheless we will meet at the church at 3:00 p.m. and are planning eat 

by 4:00 or 4:30 p.m. It’s plenty of time to participate in this ministry and still enjoy your evening plans. We will 

need folks to help prepare the dishes and those to come and serve and visit with the residents. Families are es-

pecially welcome. Let us show God’s love through a time of table fellowship and a tasty meal. 
 

In 1974, a group of concerned adults and professionals felt a need for an agency dedicated to substance abus-

ers who were motivated to recover and function productively. The group founded a public, non-profit corporation, 

Alcoholism Services of Knoxville, Inc., to operate Midway Rehabilitation Center. 
 

A high quality, comprehensive in-patient program was designed to assist individuals who have a commitment to 

remain sober, to develop an improved lifestyle, and to become a contributing member of the community. In 

1981, Midway was granted a federal contract to serve individuals transitioning back into the mainstream of soci-

ety after experiencing legal consequences. 
 

Menu includes: Meats—Honey Glazed Ham and Sweet & Sour Meatballs 

Side Items—Baked Beans, Slaw, Potato Salad, Broccoli Casserole, Green Bean Casserole, Spinach Maria and 

Rolls  Deserts—Brownies, Cakes, Cobbler, Cookies, Cupcakes and Pies  
 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please see or call: Paula & Greg Robertson –  

(865) XXXX (cell) or (865) XXX (Home) or Dwyn & Kay Mounger – (904) XXX (cell).          Page 3 
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Souper Bowl of Caring Offering - February 7, 2016 
 

February 7th is not only a big football extravaganza that seems to have captured the 

attention of the world but it is also a great day in the life of the church.  

A simple prayer, 
 

 “Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game,  

 help us to be mindful of those who are without a bowl of soup to eat,”  
 

led by a Presbyterian pastor with his youth group in Columbia, SC in 1990, has in-

spired a youth-led movement to help hungry and hurting people in our own communi-

ties and around the world and has become our nation’s largest cel-

ebration of giving and serving. In 2012, more than 10,000 

groups (including 2000 Presbyterian congregations) collected more than $9.8 million in 

dollars and food for local hunger-relief charities. That's a total of more than $90 million 

collected since the movement began in 1990!  
 

The U.S. Census Bureau reports the number of Americans living in poverty is the highest it has 

been in 52 years. One in seven households in our nation is food insecure, affecting more than 

16 million children. Studies show that hungry children do poorly in school and have lower aca-

demic achievement because they cannot concentrate.  
 

All donations collected by our congregation through the Souper Bowl of Caring offering will be 

combined with our monthly 2 Cents-a-Meal offering and used locally for hunger relief. In addi-

tion, during the next three weeks before February 7th, the children of our congregation are challenging all of us to 

bring cans of soup that will be donated to Second Harvest Food Bank or another group helping feed the hungry. 

Our goal is 550 cans of soup on Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday.  

Undie Sunday is Next Week! – January 24th  
 

In keeping with Jesus’ commandments to feed the hungry and clothe the naked, our West Emory 

Church family is expanding the initiative that we began with our Angel Tree this year in our collec-

tion of warm hats, gloves, socks and scarves, to include a drive for new underwear that will be 

given to clothes closets and homeless shelters in our area. Let us see how many articles of un-

derclothes we can gather for all ages: men, women, boys and girls. There is a collection box lo-

cated in the foyer by the front door of the church.  

An Invitation for the Women of West Emory 
 

Wednesday, January 20th at 

6:30 pm, there will be a 

Soup Supper in the Fellow-

ship Hall. Please come and 

let’s enjoy a meal together 

and make plans for our ser-

vice projects for the year 

ahead. The Angel Tree, Mobile Meals gifts, household 

donations for Family Promise and the Prayer Shawls 

are all important ministries of this group and we are 

looking forward to adding more. For more infor-

mation, contact Sharon Carroll at cell #865-XXX, 

home #865-XXX, or email at XXX. Look forward to 

having good food and delightful fellowship! 

                    Page 4 

The Annual Meeting of 

the Congregation and 

Corporation of West 

Emory Presbyterian 

Church will be held January 31, 2016 for the purpose 

of hearing the Annual Report of the Congregation, 

reviewing the Call of the Pastor and attending to any 

business of the Corporation. 

A reminder:  
 

The Session 

meets  

on Thursday,  

January 21st  

at 7 pm. 

tel:865-300-5419
tel:865-357-5419
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The Monday Connection Sunday School Class begins a New Study 
 

The Presbyterian Church USA has a number of confessions (sometimes referred to as 

Affirmations of Faith). Most of us are familiar with the Apostles' Creed ("I believe in God 

the Father maker of heaven and earth...") but there are nine confessions in all as well as 

three catechisms included in the Book of Confessions. 
 

Why so many? Confessions are written to clearly state what the Church believes at a giv-

en point in time and/or to address the Church's response to a societal problem. Last year the Church did just that 

when it approved the addition of the Belhar Confession that addresses discrimination. 
 

We'll be studying the Belhar Confession in Sunday School for four weeks beginning January 31st. The class will fo-

cus on our personal experiences with discrimination and our experiences as a congregation. We'll look at how the 

Belhar Confession stretches our faith and how the church models the teaching of Christ to love one another. Come 

join us as we grow together. The Class meets at 9:30 am in the classroom across from the water fountains. 

Cleaning out your closets or garage? 

Remember...When you do-

nate clothing and household 

items to a KARM Thrift Store, 

let the attendant know you 

are from West Emory Presby-

terian Church. Because of 

your generosity we receive 

gift cards that may be used 

in the KARM stores. We have 

donated our cards to Family 

Promise and A.L Lotts Elementary School to be used 

by the families in their care. Thank you for helping 

increase our ability to reach out to others in the 

name of our Lord and Savior. 

 

Sharing the God-given Gift of Music…Music is an essential part of our worship 

together as the people of God. Over the years West Emory has been richly blessed by 

those who enjoy singing or playing a musical instrument and who have shared their 

gifts so graciously to the glory of God as part of our music ministry team. We would 

like anyone interested in making a "Joyful Noise to the Lord" to join us as we prepare 

for the season of Lent and Easter. 
 

During the winter months the Choir will be rehearsing at 9:45 am on Sunday mornings. Contact Gwen 

Bridge at XXX or XXX@yahoo.com, if you would like more information. 
Page 4 

Dinner for Eight is Back! Now is the time to sign up for “Dinner for Eight.” Beginning 

in late January and running through June, members and friends are invited to gather every 

one or two months or so for a meal and fellowship usually in groups of eight or ten. The 

host(s) provided the menu and main dish and others in the group provided the rest of the 

meal. You don’t have to host to participate. These gatherings are for adults—singles and 

couples. If you are interested in participating, please sign up on the sheet in the hallway or 

contact Pastor Miki. To date eighteen of you have signed up which is great but we need a 

few more to make three complete groups. Be sure to sign up this Sunday. 

Angel Tree Ministry 

“…for I was a stranger and 

 you welcomed me,  

I was naked and you gave 

 me clothing,  

I was sick and you took 

 care of me,  

I was in prison and you  

 visited me…. 
 

Truly I tell you, just as you 

did it to one of the least of 

these who are members of 

my family, you did it to me.”  
 

 Matthew 25:36, 40 
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January: 12 - Victor Borrego,  

13 - Ora Ackerman,  17 –

LeeAnne Robertson,19 - Sally 

Little, 21 - Nathaniel Vanderbilt, 

25 - Jon Michel, 26 - Nathan 

Porras, Val Homan 

February: 1 - Thomas Bridge and Linda White-

head, 2 - Ann Naylor, 4 - Dacia Maxwell-Hix, 19 - 

Louise McCall and Sara Michel, 21 - Jenny 

Porras, 25 - Julie Michel, 27 - Gary Beck, 28 - 

Michelle Hensley  

 

Sunday Worship Services begin at 10:30 am 

The Monday Connection Adult Class - 9:30 am 
 

  .3 - Worship/Communion Service 

  10 - Worship Service/Baptism of the Lord Sunday  

 2 Cents-a-Meal Offering 

  17 - Worship Service/Installation of Church Officers 

  20 - Women of West Emory Soup Supper – 6:30 pm 

  21 - Session Meeting – 7 pm 

  24 - Worship Service 

 Undie Sunday Clothes Drive 

 Annual Chili Supper and Game Night – 6 pm 

  31 – Worship Service 

 Annual Meeting of the Congregation 

 Benevolence Fund Offering 

 

 
 

  7 - Worship Service/Communion  

 Souper Bowl of Caring/2 Cents-a-Meal Offering 

 Valentine Dinner at Midway Rehab Center 

 

 10 - Ash Wednesday Service—7 pm 

Lent Begins 

 Calendar of Events 

 

Sunday, January 24th at 6 pm 
Come warm your spirits and beat the   

winter chill at our Annual January  

Chili Supper. Bring a pot of your favorite 

chili or some tasty cornbread, chips or  

salad items. Ice cream sandwiches and 

drinks will be provided along with hot dogs 

and all the fixings. 

In addition, it is Game Night. Got a favorite board game? 

Good at Pictionary? Love charades? Bring them along and 

let’s have some FUN! 

Congratulations to...Becky Reno and 

Karen Cobb who were married on December 

19, 2015 in inspirational candlelight ceremony 

in our sanctuary.  
 

Becky, Karen, and Ben are residing at XXX, 

Knoxville, 37934. 

We express our appreciation to  

Ruling Elders Dave Morrison, Jenny Porras 

and Matthew Whitehead who have rotated off 

the Session in the Class of 2015. They have 

served the church faithfully and with energy, 

intelligence, imagination and love.  

 

We welcome the following Ruling Elders-elect 

who will be installed on January 17, 2016 in 

the Class of 2018: Scott Atchley, David Little 

and Ann Naylor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Journey to the Cross” 
Wednesday Evenings 

February 17th—March 16th  

7:00—8:30 pm 
 

You are invited to join others on a spiritual journey 

this season of Lent. We will be walking with Christ 

from the Mount of Transfiguration to the Gates of 

Jerusalem using the gospel of Luke. This five week 

traditional Bible study will last throughout Lent but 

it is designed so you can attend all the sessions or 

just one. We are pleased that the class will be 

taught by The Rev. Pat Ramsden.      Page 5 
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Presbyterian Church (USA) 

The Mission of our congregation is to grow as disciples of our Lord and Savior  

Jesus Christ and to reach out into the community and the world in his name. 

Through worship, study, fellowship and outreach, we are committed to serve God 

with joy and enthusiasm and to welcome all persons into this family of faith,  

the Body of Christ. 
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Ministers: 

  The Congregation 

Pastor: 

  The Rev. Dr. Augusta B. “Miki” Vanderbilt 

Music Director: 

  Gwen Bridge 

Pianist: 

  Louise Edwards 

Clerk of Session: 

  Belinda McCall 

Treasurer: 

  Bill Hall 

Christian Ed. Coordinator: 

  Linda Whitehead 

Director of Child Enrichment Center: 

  Tiffany Tallent 

Baptism of the Lord Sunday 
 

“I have called you by 

name, you are mine.  

When you pass 

through the waters,  

I will be with you. 

 Isaiah 43:1, 2 

 

“When Jesus was bap-

tized and was praying, 

the heaven was 

opened, and the Holy 

Spirit descended upon 

him in bodily form like 

a dove. And a voice 

came from heaven, 

“You are my Son, the 

Beloved, with you I am 

well pleased.”  

 Luke 3: 21, 22 

Chrismon Tree 
[Christ monogram] 

 

“In the beginning was 

the Word, and the 

Word was with God, 

and the Word was 

God…. 

 

The light shines in the 

darkness, and the 

darkness did not 

overcome it.”  

 John: 1, 5 

Worship as  
Visual Theology 


